


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MEETING OF SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT
7:00 PM ON THURSDAY 8th JANUARY 2026 AT THE PORTMAN HALL SHILLINGSTONE

PRESENT:  Councillors R McNamara (Chairman) I Suter (Vice-Chairman) (IS)  R Harwood (RH), R Leadbeater (RL) M Pomeroy (MP) K Ridout (KR), the Clerk D Green. 
In addition, there were two members of the public present. 
1119. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr White, Unitary Councillor Murcer.
1120  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None. 
1121.  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th December 2025 were approved.
1122. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman reviewed progress in relation to recent issues:
Holloway Lane – road surface
 Wessex Water have advised that they hope to make surface repairs, including to the allotment parking area, by the 3rd week of January. Dorset Highways have also said that they intend to carry out some patching work and have been looking at a drainage issue. 
Village CCTV
Further work to both Augustan Avenue & Recreation Ground systems will take place shortly; the PC’s cameras have been registered on the NICE investigative portal network
Recreation Ground Water Charges 
The requested contribution in respect of the very increased costs for the 2025 season has been settled by the Cricket Club.
1123. PUBLIC SESSION
Lesley Gasson raised several issues:
· Holloway Lane – this will be used by the bee-keeping facility very shortly and hopes that the road surface will be ready. The PC advised that it cannot do anything else to expedite the promised repairs. The official opening of the apiary takes place on 9th May; the bees have kept away in Mere and will be brought back to acclimatise to their new home
· Noisy drain cover near the Portman Hall – the PC suggested that a report & photo be submitted via the Highways reporting portal 
· Holy Rood Church – scaffolding necessary for the repair of the knave roof will obscure the  commemorative plaques for at least 3 months.  KR agreed to post information concerning this on Facebook. 
· Retirement - Peter Latimer the long-standing church organist is retiring shortly and a gift has been organised.
· Youth Club – is still looking for a leader, and has some funds possibly available to assist with costs for someone to take this on. There have been no volunteers from the village. The PC has made extensive efforts to reach out to local schools without success. The Clerk suggested that contact is made with Cllr Carole Jones in Sturminster Newton where there has been a recent expansion of youth services. 
Fly-tipping report– an incident of fly tipping of builders rubble at Gains Cross had been reported by residents and a response from Dorset Council is awaited (IS)
1124. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Murcer was unable to attend due to the weather. 
1125. FOOTPATH OFFICER REPORT
The Footpath Officer sent apologies. 
1126. AUGUSTAN AVENUE UPDATE
Cllr Suter had spoken to some residents concerning the possible use of the area near the Augustan Avenue Play Park for football. This is some interest in this idea or possibly using part of Burtons Orchard. There will be an issue of regular mowing – possibly weekly or fortnightly  - in the summer. Enquires will be made in relation to the use of Burtons Orchard and mowing services. 
1127. PEDESTRAIN CROSSING - TRAFFIC SURVEY PROPOSAL
It was noted that the Speed Indicator Device could not be used to assess whether or not a traffic survey should be conducted. The result of surveys conducted in 2021 and 2023 was remarkably consistent showing there were approximately 8000 vehicles per week using the main road. It is not clear that there has been any additional pedestrian use in recent years. The PC understands that a new formula for determining the suitability for a crossing is now in use but it is not clear that the location near Augustan Avenue would meet the necessary threshold. It was agreed to defer any decision concerning a survey until later in 2026. 
1128. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Highways – (MP) several ongoing issues:
· overflowing manhole in Hine Town Lane – camera inspection scheduled for January 2026
· County Farms – riparian responsibilities re the Trailway – response awaited
· signage & road markings unresolved at this stage
Poplar Hill – 20 mph request  - It was noted the PC had decided in September 2025, following a meeting with the Road Safety Team, that further expense on this issue could not be justified. 
Dorset Council has advised that such a scheme would be unlikely to be approved Dorset Council advised that road conditions are such that while traffic may admittedly feel uncomfortably fast to pedestrians, in reality there are many worse locations in Dorset competing for funding. Earlier speed surveys along Shillingstone Lane did not demonstrate a general speeding problem, with 85% of vehicles not exceeding the speed limit. There is therefore no case for a Speed Indicator Device to be located on Poplar Hill.  
The Road Safety Team did report poor forward visibility approaching Lanchard’s Lane from Okeford Fitzpaine and recommended some advanced signage to warn drivers of the junction approaching from the West – which has been requested.
Portman Hall - on a new kitchen will commence by the end of January & there a dishwasher has been acquired. New heating controls has been installed (RH)
Carols at the Pub – the event raised £156 for PCC funds
1129. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NP) REFRESHMENT UPDATE
The Chairman noted the extensive delay to the finalisation of the Neighbourhood Plan largely due to work on the Local Plan response. It was agreed that the NP should be finalised as far as possible notwithstanding any changes that may subsequently become necessary following publication of the new Local Plan. 
1130. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no new applications.
Gains Cross – dog exercise area application. Local objections were noted and the PC had submitted comments noting issues of concern and requesting mitigation. 
It was commented that the application appears to be a further attempt to remove an agricultural tie. 
1131. FINANCES
i)       Retrospective Payments approval: the following payments were APPROVED
	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	Description

	01/12/2025
	SSE
	 £            264.31 
	Pavilion Electricity

	02/12/2025
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	 £            466.66 
	Mowing

	03/12/2025
	Total Energy Services
	 £               90.00 
	Pavilion call out

	10/12/2025
	David Green
	 £               33.00 
	Expenses

	15/12/2025
	PCC Shillingstone
	 £               31.00 
	Printing costs 

	16/12/2025
	Wessex Internet Limited
	 £                 1.20 
	Wi-Fi Access 

	16/12/2025
	Lloyds Bank PLC
	 £                 4.25 
	Service charge

	17/12/2025
	Elizabeth Brecknock
	 £            200.00 
	Pavilion Cleaning

	17/12/2025
	Edens Landscapes Limited
	 £            270.00 
	Mowing/strimming

	29/12/2025
	SSE
	 £            308.15 
	SSE Charges

	29/12/2025
	David Green
	 £            852.29 
	December 2025 pay



ii) Clerks Expenses – expenses of  £32.99 were approved
iii) 2026-2027 Precept
It was unanimously agreed to set a precept of £42,000 for 2026/2027.  This had increased from the October draft budget mainly to take account of reduced interest on reserves funds, which are now deposited in a short notice account. The PC needs to maintain reserves in the event that devolution changes necessitate the transfer of services from Dorset Council.  The revised precept increases Band  D Council Tax from £ 86.44 to £ 89.14  - an increase of circa 3.14%
1132. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK	

Some equipment repairs are necessary to the main play area and the cost of parts is being established.

1133. CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk confirmed that the following correspondence had been circulated:

	DATE
	FROM
	DESCRIPTION

	05/12/2025
	Climate & Ecological Emergency Support 
	Next Climate and Nature Action Support Group meeting: Thurs 11th Dec. Plus notes, slides and vid from November

	09/12/2025
	Dorset Council Community Planning Team
	Statement relating to the Dorset Council Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plans (4)

	12/12/2025
	Dorset Highways
	TEMPORARY TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ORDER, C13 DINAHS HOLLOW, MELBURY ABBAS

	22/12/2025
	Dorset Council
	Dorset Council Town and Parish Council Forums 2026: Planning and Building Control

	05/01/2026 
	North Dorset Trailway Network
	Concerns re southern extension of rail track 



North Dorset Railway - The PC agreed, following a recent BBC new report to invite the North Dorset Railway to a future PC meeting to discuss its plans for a southerly line extension. 

Dinah’s Hollow/C13 closure– an increase in local traffic levels and disruption at Durweston Bridge had been noticed since the closure had taken effect.

1134. PARISH MAGAZINE

Cllr Suter agreed to write the next article for the Parish Magazine. 

1135. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

· Neighbourhood Plan update
· Augustan Avenue improvements & signage issue

1136. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 5th February 2026 7:00 pm, at the Portman Hall. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.10 pm



